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Osaka Expo threatened by rising costs and construction delays

The World Expo 2025 is scheduled to take place on Osaka's Yumeshima, an artificial island on Osaka
bay, between April 13th and October 13th, 2025. Osaka’s proposed theme, “Designing Future Society For
Our Lives,” was announced as winner by the Paris-based BIE(Bureau International des Expositions) to
host the event in 2018. As Osaka hosted the World Expo first in 1970 and secondly in 1990, it is the third
time for the city to host the event in more than three decades.

However, with less than two years to go until the event, the construction of pavilions by participating
countries has been delayed significantly due to a labor shortage and soaring prices for building materials.
There are 153 countries and regions participating, ( (O ) 60 countries were initially expected to design
and build their own exhibition pavilions at their own cost. But only 20 countries have secured
construction companies for their pavilions as of September 30tt. Concerns are growing over whether they
will be able to open the event on schedule.

On September 24th, the organizer of the Osaka Expo announced that the venue’s construction cost will
be 235 billion yen, more than 80% ( (@2 ) the initial estimate of 125 billion yen.

The overall construction costs will be divided equally among three parties: the Japan’s central
government, the Osaka municipal and prefectural governments, and a group of private companies. That

means taxpayers’ money will be spent to finance the event. The organizer of the expo said that @ (FER
~OREFEN R AEEECI WIS, BT TFETHD,)
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Q1 Where and when will the World Expo 2025 be held?

Q2 How was Yumeshima created?

Q3 What is the theme of Osaka expo?
Q4 How many times has Osaka hosted the world expo before?
Q5 How many countries and regions are participating in the event?

Q6 Give two reasons the construction of pavilions has been delayed significantly.
Q7 ZEMDITNS:EEEVELL), a) which b) on which ¢) of which d) for which

Q8 OITABEBUL T TEYLLDERVELLD,
a) exceeding b) falling short of ¢) going beyond d) surpassing

Q9 Who will pay for the construction costs of Osaka Expo?

Q10 TRONFBAEAENEAT. THRONDBAEEREICELELL),

[ burden / financial / not / the public / an increased / it / on / place / to / try / would / . ]



There is another problem. As Yumeshima is a man-made island, its ground is relatively soft and the
possibility has emerged that it may be prone to sinking. An extra budget will be needed to take measures
to shore up the soft ground and to remove obstacles from the ground.

@ The adult tickets for Osaka Expo are set to cost 7,500 yen. For visitors between ages 12 and 17, the
tickets will cost 4,200 yen, and 1,800 yen for those between 4 and 11. (@Critics have questioned if it is

truly necessary to hold such large and expensive in-person events in this age of mass international travel

and virtual tourism. When Osaka hosted the event in 1970, few Japanese had traveled abroad or even

met a foreigner. (5But times have completely changed.

Osaka governor Hirofumi Yoshimura says, “Some people have questioned the need for the world expo
in this age. But we live in a world that has been divided by the Covid-19 pandemic, climate change and
the war in Ukraine. The Osaka Expo will be a good opportunity for us to reconnect.”
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Q12 How much is a ticket for Osaka Expo?

QI3 THOETMRLELLI,

Ql4 THEROIODWT EFRILDLIIIEb->7-0n FBALELLD,

Q15 Why does Osaka governor Hirofumi Yoshimura believe that Osaka Expo is necessary now?

@To date, five expos have been held in Japan. Which one do you think looks the most interesting?

Year Venue Prime Exhibit
1970 Osaka Tower of the sun
1975 Okinawa Aquapolice
1985 Tsukuba linear motor car
1990 Osaka the International Garden and Greenery Exposition
2005 Aichi frozen mammoth

Osaka Expo in a pavilion pickle—NHK WORLD-JAPAN NEWS
PRIRAEDEEHBEN T NS L) =2 — R (FEBKEK) T,

Tower of the Sun in Osaka English Vlog
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World Expo : the meaning and significance

The World Expo is a gathering of nations from all over the world to showcase their products and
craftsmanship, to share with pride information about their hometowns and motherlands. The event is
held about every five years in different parts of the world by the BIE to demonstrate cultural and industrial
progress of nations.

The first World Expo was held in London in 1851. The Eiffel Tower in Paris was built as the entrance
to the world expo in 1889.

Japan plans for the "flying taxis" to be one of the expo's main attractions. The routes of the vehicles
will connect Yumeshima to airports and other locations in and around Osaka, Kobe and Kyoto. Four
companies - Marubeni, ANA, JAL and SkyDrive - have been picked as flying car operators. The vehicle
can accommodate at least two passengers, and will transport visitors between Yumeshima, the main venue,
and downtown Osaka during the expo.

The first manned test flight of the flying taxi was conducted in Osaka on March 14th, It completed
vertical and circular aerial maneuvers, and was judged a success. It was a step toward making its first

commercial flight at the 2025 Osaka Expo.
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Q2 Where and when was the first World Expo held?

Q3 Describe one of the Osaka Expo's main attractions. What can it do?

Q4 What do you think about the ticket price for the Osaka Expo? Is it appropriate or expensive?
Please compare the price with other tickets such as USdJ, Tokyo Disney Land and something else.

Q5 Do you want to go to the Osaka Expo?
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Eiffel Tower : Explained in simple English (Quick Facts)
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TA_yI2CKR6c
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1) The construction of pavilions has been delayed significantly due to a labor shortage and soaring prices

for building materials.
2) Concerns are growing over whether they will be able to open the event on schedule.

3) We live in a world that has been divided by the Covid-19 pandemic, climate change and the war in

Ukraine.

4) The event is held about every five years to demonstrate cultural and industrial progress of nations.
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Osaka pulls out all the stops to win the 2025 World Expo race [(EURO NEWS/5 %]
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BkEZjnGW | hs
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BkEZjnGW1hs

